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author/dylanbeck/)

Are you a Quiet Speculation member?

If not, now is a perfect time to join up! Our powerful tools, breaking-news analysis, and exclusive Discord channel will make sure you stay up to date

and ahead of the curve.
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Everyone knows, the key to winning at speculation is to get in at the right time then get out before it all goes bad. Or even Plaid. The character Barf in Mel
Brooks' classic "Spaceballs" once uttered the phrase: "THEY'VE GONE TO PLAID!" Plaid is one of those signs things have really gone wrong. No one really
wants to wear plaid. Except, maybe this guy:

"Pimpin’ ain't easy"

One of the many problems that strikes me is that the clear and evident "bad" times are becoming more and more confusing. I'm sorry. Let me rephrase:
What people believe are "bad periods." There are none. If you've done your homework. If you've struck when the time was right. If you've managed to put
the work in on the trade floor - EVEN IFyou have 60+ copies of a card - eventually you will be able to find a buyer or exit strategy at profit. «sarring any foreseeale

reprints from WotC (yes, they are all foreseeable).

The seasons are more "ebb and flow" instead of just "on & off" these days. This means you must be prepared with the correct plan. Today, I'm going to

talk about what items to remember, when making that plan.

1) Buy Low//Sell High

Let me be the 5,000,000th person to drill this into your head.
THIS IS EVERYTHING.

It doesn't matter howyou do it. Typically it just matters whenyou do it. If you have the benefit of buy listing for a store, can pick up collections for less
than retail, or are spec targeting on the trade floor - you needto get in when the card is the lowest. Recently, | had a stock of roughly 65 copies of Master
of the Pearl Trident (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Time%20Spiral%20Remastered/Master%200f%20the%20Pearl%20Trident?

ref=qgs-card-tag). Have you seen his price graph lately? Take a look:

(https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Master-of-the-Pearl-Trident.gif)

Keep in mind, | primarily pick up cards on the trade floor. | do not have the luxury of a brick and mortar at this moment, and | don't deal very much with
Craigslist. | also very rarely buy into a card via other vendors. Over the course of post rotation | was picking them up 3-8 copies per weekend, and slowly
amassing them around the late October 2012 to June 2013 time period. | had done my homework, paid attention to the trends and figured at some point
there would be a demand spike that | could ride for a net of $2-$4 per copy. The key was picking them up while everyone still thought it was trash,
unusable, or wouldn't ever go higher than current expectations. (Remember blue Zendikar fetchs at $15? Ya, something like that scenario). The key was in
knowing and/or recognizing what WotC was doing with that card. Knowing it's role player status and looking beyond it's current applications. Finally,
when there was an uptick in demand - | grossed about 500% on 3/4th of the stock | had. | eventually limited the number available, for | still think the card
has not reached it's cap yet.

The point: There was a time period | was wondering if | had made the wrong decision. | bought low, and was expecting everything to change much later
on. As the price kept dropping, | wondered if | pulled in the initial copies too high. As long as they were readily available, and | kept my price consistent
with the trends, | knew it would be ok. | will admit | started to see how many copies | had set aside and was wondering if | was just accumulating "box

rot." In other words, cards that would never do anything constructive. | was taking figurative dollars | could leverage, and allowing it just to sit. | knew my
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game plan though, and as long as more copies were being easily acquired, | had to trust in my assessment of the card. | will admit, around October 2013 |

was wondering if | started if | would ever realize my gains.

2) Figure out what "the right price" is

A friend of mine is talking about getting a shirt for me that says: "I'm interested in anything at the right price." Honestly, truer words couldn't be spoken. |
do a lot of homework to figure out what the right price is though. It's more than just simply looking at price charts, though. Multiple factors go into
knowing where you should start or how you should determine that right price. Every market is different based on what each store is doing for said
market. If there are too many stores not providing enough packs in prize support, | can promise you this will lead to a shortage of the appropriate targets
you have selected.

This will force you to look online, or attend much larger events in order to increase your target card pool. This means more travel, or less play. If a card is
doing particularly well in your area, but yet no one has it in stock - buying from an online retailer to flip for +/- 20% in trade all of a sudden looks like a
great plan. Even if that price doesn't change, traders will become much more pliable and willing to talk if there are simply no copies to be find in your

market. That's just one example of many situations that will determine what your right price is.

3) Put in the work

This is my new mantra. As everything can come down to if you've put in the work or not. One aspect of this is analyzing cards. Ever stopped, taken a
moment, and really /ooked at what the powerful cards do. Do you play multiple games? Ever looked at the broken concepts from say Yu-Gi-Oh? I've
always felt one of the most broken concepts in all of Magic is using your life total as a resource. Usually in the form of casting cards or drawing cards.
Necropotence (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Eternal%20Masters/Necropotence?ref=qgs-card-tag) is the pinnacle of this to me. |
can't help but look at when they decided to FIX Necropotence (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Eternal%20Masters/Necropotence?
ref=qgs-card-tag), for instance. When they revealed Yawgmoth's Bargain (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Urza%27s%20Destiny/

Yawgmoth%27s%20Bargain?ref=qgs-card-tag) | almost laughed out loud. They did not simply increase it's mana cost.

THEY DOUBLED IT.
THAT DID NOT WORK.

If you understand the impact of doubling a card's mana cost, adding more colored symbols or even making a card multi-colored, then you probably can
understand how dramatic a difference doubling should be. Even with that, Yawgmoth's Bargain (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/
Urza%27s%20Destiny/Yawgmoth%27s%20Bargain?ref=qs-card-tag) showed that drawing cards with your life created enough issues that multiple cards
were eventually banned in an effort to figure out who was actually the culprit. This leads me to Avacyn and Griselbrand (https://

tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Unknown%20Event/Avacyn%20and%20Griselbrand?ref=qs-card-tag) for instance:

Griselbrand (M) - Avacyn Restored

(https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Griselbrand.gif)

This card has been talked about in multiple scenarios as a problem child for Legacy right now. Mainly because there are too many ways to get him into
play. Once he is in play he can just take over the match typically right then and there. After his release, and the price dropped to below $10 - the common
thought was that he would never be above $15. This is VERY short sighted, as we can tell now. As | mentioned at the beginning of this piece - there are no
bad times to invest in a card these days. What did my assessment tell me? Looking back on history, | placed Avacyn and Griselbrand (https://
tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Unknown%20Event/Avacyn%20and%20Griselbrand?ref=gs-card-tag) as a $30 card in the long run. Once he
became hard to find, his ceiling should hit $60. Karn Liberated (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Secret%20Lair%20Showdown/
Karn%20Liberated?ref=qgs-card-tag) is making me reassess situations like this though, so a follow up will be due in a future article.

Keep in mind though, when | speak of assessing the power level of a card - there are no bad assessments, just bad assessors. If you missed the big
hubbub of a card getting ready to take off, more than likely you didn't put in the correct amount of work to see it. Maybe you were too occupied with
school. Maybe it just didn't click one day in the right way. Either way, you have to focus on what's going on. Dependent on the people, information, and

time you have access to will completely determine how much work you have to put in.
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I have a wealth of experience going back to The Dark in 1995 to draw on. I've witnessed three "emergency bans." | can not recall how many "neuterings"
of strategies I've seen. Or even how many times Wizards has left things completely alone. In this experience, I've started to get a feel for what Wizards has
done in the past. You may not have that same experience yourself, but talking about Magic with friends, gamers, commentators or other Magic
personalities is not hard. A lot of us LOVE to talk about this game - so feel free to ask questions. Starting from what you don't know, and working

backwards is a great way to start figuring out where you need to start.

When you can put all three things together, no matter how the market changes - you won't be effected. The changes in price will not conflict with your
long term goals for a card, and the price you entered in at will not interfere if your plans have to change. If you're consistently aware of what's going on,
you can make changes on the fly and continue the upward progression and growth necessary to consistently move forward. All it takes is did you put in

the work? If you can answer that question as "Yes." then you will never know what "plaid" feels like.

-Till Next Time.

Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)

Dylan has been involved in Magic: The Gathering since the heyday of The Dark. Continually invested in the community, he's been
a Pro Tour Player, Trader, Judge, Tournament Organizer, Volunteer, and Vendor. Currently involved with the day to day
operations of selling online, Dylan has brought his experience to Quiet Speculation to make you a better investor. Hailing from

the Atlanta area, and now part of the Dallas scene - he's often at big events sourcing cards or discussing Life, the Universe, and

Everything. Have a question? Feel free to comment, message, or email anytime.

View More By Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)

Posted in Finance (https://www.quietspeculation.com/category/finance/), Free Insider (https://www.quietspeculation.com/category/free-insider/)
Tagged Griselbrand (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/griselbrand/), Karn Liberated (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/karn-liberated/),
Master of the Pearl Trident (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/master-of-the-pearl-trident/), Necropotence (https://www.quietspeculation.com/

card/necropotence/), Yawgmoth's Bargain (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/yawgmoths-bargain/)

Have you joined the Quiet Speculation Discord?

If you haven't, you're leaving value on the table! Join our community of experts, enthusiasts, entertainers, and educators and enjoy exclusive

podcasts, questions asked and answered, trades, sales, and everything else Discord has to offer.

Join the QS Discord (//Www.quietspecuIation.com/}jiscor ‘ Open Discord (https://discordapp.com/channels/@me)

Discord

(https://discordapp.com/channels/@me)

Want to create content with Quiet Speculation?

All you need to succeed is a passion for Magic: The Gathering, and the ability to write coherently. Share your knowledge of MTG and how you

leverage it to win games, get value from your cards - or even turn a profit.

Apply Today! (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MXRX8XG)
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2 thoughts on “Insider: Never Go To Plaid”

yuka says:

March 7, 2014 at 9:24 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-never-go-to-plaid/#comment-84646)
Point 1) “Buy low sell high” is very important. The best example is Modern these days. Compared to three months ago, most Modern cards are
very high right now. If you didn't think about buying Modern three months ago, you've already made a mistake (in a lost opportunity sense), but if

you try to fix that mistake by buying every Modern card now, you're making another mistake on top of the first one.

This doesn’t mean you can’t buy Modern. But you need a really good reason to buy any card that has already doubled - it has to at least be as
good (and cheap) as Birthing Pod at $9.

| believe that the worst financial concept ever is that of “trending”. People are approximating stock market prices with Brownian motions. If you
know a bit of physics, Brownian motion is the path of a very lightweight particle whose path is mainly affected not by its own momentum, but by
all the random other forces around it. If it goes up, up and up, the best thing that could be said is that it has an equal chance of going further up
or going down, if it was “memoryless” like the Brownian motion. The reality is to some degree also like a stretched spring, where a higher price
means a higher chance of correcting back down to its fundamental value.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?
_amember_redirect_url=aHROCHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlIvbi5jb20vMjAXNC8WMy9pbnNpZGVyLW5IdmVyLWdvLXRVLXBsYWIkLw%3D%3D)

‘?‘5 Mathieu Malecot (http://seekingalpha.com/author/mathieu-malecot) says:

: March 7, 2014 at 12:51 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-never-go-to-plaid/#comment-84676)
selling modern, buying stuff in print that is cheap and played/ will be played in modern. the format will have demand, but prices are
out of wack. i also don't like SCG's effect on pricing. it is simply too influential. right now i'm also trading into foils and alpha cards;
relying on my ability to find the right buyer more than mtg seasonality.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?
_amember_redirect_url=aHROcHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlIvbi5jb20vMjAXNC8WMy9pbnNpZGVyLWSIdmVyLWdVLXRVLXBSYWIkLw%3D%3!

Join the conversation

You must be logged in (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHROcHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAXNC8wMy9pbnNpZGVyLWSIdmVyLWdvLXRvLXBsYWIkLw%3D%3D) to
post a comment.

Want Prices?

Browse thousands of prices with the first and most comprehensive MTG Finance tool around.

Trader Tools lists both buylist and retail prices for every MTG card, going back a decade.
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SELL CARDS

(//www.cardkingdom.com?

utm_source=QuietSpeculation&utm_medium=bannersell&utm_campaign=QuietSpeculation&partner=QuietSpeculation&partner_args=sellbanner)

Latest Magic Sets

® Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Tokens (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles%20Tokens?
ref=qgs-magic-sets__set-name)

® Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Eternal (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles%20Eternal?
ref=qgs-magic-sets__set-name)

® Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Eternal Tokens (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/
Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles%20Eternal%20Tokens?ref=gs-magic-sets__set-name)

® Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles?ref=qs-magic-
sets__set-name)

® Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles Source Material (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/
Teenage%20Mutant%20Hero%20Turtles%20Source%20Material?ref=gs-magic-sets__set-name)

® Lorwyn Eclipsed (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Lorwyn%20Eclipsed?ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)

® Final Fantasy Commander Art Series (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Final%20Fantasy%20Commander%20Art%20Series?
ref=gs-magic-sets__set-name)

® Avatar: The Last Airbender Front Cards (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/
Avatar%3A%20The%20Last%20Airbender%20Front%20Cards?ref=gs-magic-sets__set-name)

® Avatar: The Last Airbender Eternal (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Avatar%3A%20The%20Last%20Airbender%20Eternal?
ref=qgs-magic-sets__set-name)

& Avatar: The Last Airbender (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Avatar%3A%20The%20Last%20Airbender?ref=gs-magic-sets__set-

name)

Browse All Sets (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets?ref=qs-magic-sets__browse-all-sets)

Wrath of the Skies (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/wrath-of-the-skies/) Vivi Ornitier (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/vivi-ornitier/) Urza's Saga (httpS://
www.quietspeculation.com/card/urzas-saga/) Underworld Breach (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/

u nderworld-breach/) Ugin Eye of the Storms (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/ugin-eye-of-the-storms/) Ugin's Labyrinth (https:/www.quietspeculation.com/card/ugins-labyrinth/)
Tezzeret Cruel Captain (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/tezzeret-cruel-captain/) Tamiyo Inquisitive Student (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/tamiyo-inquisitive-student/)
tameshi reality architect (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/tameshi-reality-architect/) spider-Punk (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/spider-punk/) Sowing

Mycospawn (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/sowing-mycospawn/) Shifting Woodland (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/shifting-woodland/) Sephiroth Fabled SOLDIER (https://
www.quietspeculation.com/card/sephiroth-fabled-soldier) Recruiter of the Guard (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/recruiter-of-the-guard/)

Radiant Lotus (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/radiant-lotus/) Quantum Riddler (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/quantum-riddler/) Psychic Frog (https://

www.quietspeculation.com/card/psychic-frog/) Primeval Titan (httpS//WwquIetS peCUIation.CO m/ca rd/

p rrimeva |'t|ta n/) Pinnacle Emissary (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/pinnacle-emissary/) Phlage Titan of Fire's Fury (https://

www.quietspeculation.com/card/phlage-titan-of-fires-fury/)
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