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If not, now is a perfect time to join up! Our powerful tools, breaking-news analysis, and exclusive Discord channel will make sure you stay up to date

and ahead of the curve.

Born of the Gods spoilers are in full swing - and for now - the giant question on everyone's mind is "Which way do you go?". Beyond just a giant list of

"Eh, this card looks good." I'd like to focus this week on looking at what the spoilers so far have really shown us. Also, in this weeks article, a little tid bit

of information that has gone largely untalked about. For now, let's jump in to what Theros block has in store for us.

What we've seen so far:

 (https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/1186768_716789408344875_446927188_n.jpg)

 (https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/1526503_720372807986535_1346780397_n.jpg)

 (https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/482483_716114131745736_1473450240_n.jpg)  
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1.) The Gods Matter:
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If you have any doubt, at all, about what impact these series of Mythics will have, let me put your mind at rest. At some point aallll 15 Gods will have an

impact, �nancially speaking. All of them are showing there is a high level of playability, strategy, and implication in what's to come. The mere presence of

oonnee God in a deck means if there is no plan for it - the opponent is probably cold to it should it come online. This is just because of the indestructibility

factor, on its own. As the information available is still incomplete, we see that all of the Gods are showing they have a relatively solid ability and a

massive headache if they achieve POWERED UP! status.

How does this impact the �nancial side of them? Every player I've ran into is still undervaluing their impact in the short-term, long-term, and interim.

This means their value is repressed as the mentality is they are not that strong. Not only are they one of a kind, but their individual e�ects are mass

appealing to all aspects of players. As of now, they are not all impacting Standard. But as Wizards as mentioned, Theros block is very much the "Top

Down" set design. This alone tells us that these are going to be the �agship of each set. Look for most of the answers that Wizards implements to rise in

value in stride with the Gods as they see more play.

Once we have the full cycle, then I expect we will fully understand where they position themselves to be. By then, Modern will have �eshed out the �rst

10 along with Nykthos, and Commander players will still be giggling with joy every time they cast one. Just remember, these are the �agships of this

entire block. Likely, they will be very similar to Karn in both how he progressed during the block, and post rotation. Mostly with an eye of suspicion and

and "Oh, that's cute." More than likely it will take a year(+) to reach their full potential. Keep your eyes on these. A solid 150%-200% improvement is my

current estimation.

 

 (chttps://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/rsz_1untitled.png)

2.) Critical Mass:

The format we are heading into, is strictly going to be a critical mass style. Heroic, Devotion, and Bestow reveal this. Obviously, Devotion decks have

been making a large impact in Standard already. Some of that is beginning to trickle into Modern, e�ecting prices of some o� the wall cards. Heroic is

starting to be fully �eshed out with the release of Born of the Gods. The main point of emphasis here though is that removal is going to see a heavy lean

on in a format like this. Speci�cally discard, exile e�ects, and counter spells. The main reason why is BBeessttooww  IIss  HHeerree  TToo  SSttaayy..

 (https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/91emPZyKqc_EN.jpg)

3.) The Bestow Mechanic:

Bestow was �rst viewed as kind of cute. Obviously though, the storyline is pushing more and more Bestow creatures into the world of us mortals. How

this is shaping up will e�ect the answers that are printed. It's apparent that the ones we have will not be enough to keep them in check. At this point, we

have a couple of examples of cards that do this, but until this recent development, the prices have still been undervalued. Now it's apparent so much of

Born of the Gods and Journey Into Nyx will have Enchantment Creatures and not just the World Enchantments most envisioned this "Enchantment-

chttps://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/rsz_1untitled.png
chttps://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/rsz_1untitled.png
chttps://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/rsz_1untitled.png
chttps://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/rsz_1untitled.png
chttps://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/rsz_1untitled.png
chttps://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/rsz_1untitled.png
https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/91emPZyKqc_EN.jpg
https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/91emPZyKqc_EN.jpg
https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/91emPZyKqc_EN.jpg
https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/91emPZyKqc_EN.jpg
https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/91emPZyKqc_EN.jpg
https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/91emPZyKqc_EN.jpg


centric" block being about.

This means that cards that were once viewed as narrow answers should begin to pick up in steam. Theros itself pulled a little "Rope-a-Dope" on what

was going to take place. But now with all the spoilers revealing the high percentage of universal enchantments, a card like Swan Song (https://

tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Secret%20Lair%20Drop/Swan%20Song?ref=qs-card-tag) is looking more and more like a bona�de

Counterspell (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/World%20Championship%20Decks%201998/Counterspell?ref=qs-card-tag) reprint.

Look for most cards in the rare/mythic slot to experience an up-tick in demand and thus a sharp uptick in price.

 

 (https://www.quietspeculation.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Chained-to-the-Rocks.png)
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4.) Magic 2015 will introduce 80 Uncommons:

 

Something that hasn't really been getting much publicity this week, but surely will a�ect things is the seemingly innocuous rise in uncommons from 60

to 80 starting with Magic 2015. As this doesn't have nearly the impact on Theros block as it will in the future, the question lingers - "How will this impact

uncommon prices?"

In my mind, this will lower some and increase others. The natural response to more, is less. The quality of each uncommon should see a decrease and

while that happens, an increase in price for the uncommons in demand. Larger print runs of uncommons will obviously put a strain on early singles

development and a premium on those that can have them in stock. Don't neglect this potential in the future, as most uncommons bulk prices are �rmly

set at $.05 or less across the board. Buyers are slow to adjust to change, so this could impact your portfolio as the full impact is realized on this subtle,

but powerful change. I'm curious on your thoughts, so please leave thoughts in the comments, as I would love to hear your opinions on this.

Keep an Eye on the Horizon -

-Dylan
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Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)

Dylan has been involved in Magic: The Gathering since the heyday of The Dark. Continually invested in the community, he's

been a Pro Tour Player, Trader, Judge, Tournament Organizer, Volunteer, and Vendor. Currently involved with the day to day

operations of selling online, Dylan has brought his experience to Quiet Speculation to make you a better investor. Hailing from

the Atlanta area, and now part of the Dallas scene - he's often at big events sourcing cards or discussing Life, the Universe, and

Everything. Have a question? Feel free to comment, message, or email anytime.

View More By Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)
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Tagged Counterspell (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/counterspell/), Swan Song (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/swan-song/)

Have you joined the Quiet Speculation Discord?

If you haven't, you're leaving value on the table! Join our community of experts, enthusiasts, entertainers, and educators and enjoy exclusive

podcasts, questions asked and answered, trades, sales, and everything else Discord has to o�er.

Want to create content with Quiet Speculation?

All you need to succeed is a passion for Magic: The Gathering, and the ability to write coherently. Share your knowledge of MTG and how you

leverage it to win games, get value from your cards – or even turn a pro�t.

2 thoughts on “Insider: The Event Horizon”

JJaaccoobb  CCoorreeyy says:

January 24, 2014 at 7:54 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/01/insider-the-event-horizon/#comment-79292)

My initial thoughts about the increase in uncommons was that there is usually 2-3 per set that see play and are in demand at any given time

during their standard lifetime – Dissolve, Young Pyromancer, Magma Jet, experiment one, charms, etc…these types of cards.

So now we will have an increased uncommon pool by 33% meaning each individual uncommon will be opened less often. This should drive the

price of those currently in favor upwards.

What I am still thinking about is if this increase in number could possibly mean there will now be 3-5 uncommons in favor at any given moment

of standard or if the format is narrow enough that at any one time, there just is not room for that many uncommons to be in demand enough to

warrant a higher price tag.

Join the QS Discord (//www.quietspeculation.com/discord/)

(https://discordapp.com/channels/@me)

Open Discord (https://discordapp.com/channels/@me)
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Long term, I feel that any Uncommon that will see eternal play or strong casual appeal, will be worth more from these new sets forward. Simply

because, ignoring increased print run, each individual player will have fewer of any one card and a larger spread amongst this rarity.

I am happy with the change.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMS9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1ldmVudC1ob3Jpem9uLw%3D%3D)

DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

January 26, 2014 at 10:15 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/01/insider-the-event-horizon/#comment-79444)

You’ve nailed what I’ve kind of taken away from it, too. The biggest change I see is honestly going to e�ect limited more than anything. Since

that’s beyond the scope of what I focus on, I’ll leave that for someone else to discuss.

Rare, for a while, honestly was the new uncommon. Now this might make Uncommons more relevant again. The change really should increase

things in a positive light.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMS9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1ldmVudC1ob3Jpem9uLw%3D%3D)

Join the conversation

You must be logged in (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMS9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1ldmVudC1ob3Jpem9uLw%3D%3D) to

post a comment.
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