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Are you a Quiet Speculation member?

If not, now is a perfect time to join up! Our powerful tools, breaking-news analysis, and exclusive Discord channel will make sure you stay up to date

and ahead of the curve.
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Foils.

Either love them or hate them, they are a part of the Magic Universe. Most people have chosen to express a large amount of disdain for what I feel is the

single most under appreciated vehicle for �nanciers. Where would we be if there wasn't that irreverent lust for that which must be PPIIMMPPEEDD!!  
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Over the course, some have viewed foils as an unnecessary distraction. A spanner in the works. A higher cost, higher probability of stagnation, higher

chance of price gouging, and just an overall bad practice. These are all the reasons you should be also focusing on these incredible diamonds in the

rough. Let us not confuse this. There's a certain je n'est ce qui when it comes to foils. People lose their minds for them, or could not care less! I'll give you

a prime example of the absurdity of foils. I can sum it up for you in one profound statement:  Take a look at TCGplayer. How often is there a listing with a

reasonable expectation to have a foil for sale, but DOES NOT?

Think about this for a minute. One of the leading price suppliers in the industry does nnoott have a consistent supply of sellers listing foil copies. This alone

makes the process of correctly pricing a card incredibly hard. How do we gauge the price on this? Simple. I'll o�er you an amount II  am comfortable with.

What just happened here? If the key hasn't been turned in the lock, let me break it down for you. The crutch that TCGplayer, Star City, et al. provide for

your every day pricing needs - it's a fallacy. The truth is that many �nanciers don't or should not pay attention to daily pricing of what a card is

worth NNOOWW.. If I am discussing a card with you, and I am asking about a value, I guarantee that no where in my mind are your values the same as mine. I

have three values: Buy Price, Max Buy In Price, & Expected Future Retail Value. The only one that can come close to that same value is

whatever your expectation of value is. For you are about to trade sell me.
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tradertools.quietspeculation.com/

prices/sets/

Ultimate%20Box%20Topper/

Liliana%20of%20the%20Veil/foil?

ref=qs-graph-tag)

Click to load historical prices.

(https://shop.tcgplayer.com/product/productsearch?id=179466&utm_campaign=a�liate&utm_medium=quiet-speculation-article-

tcgplayer-link&utm_source=ionstudios)
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Mystery Booster 2

(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Mystery%20Booster%202?ref=qs-graph-tag)



$34
See Trader Tools
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31%

Spread
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
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Foiled Again

I cannot recall how many times someone believed I was either lying or "pulling the wool over" them when I would get shot down on a price, and then

immediately ask what they want. Typically, if I get shot down on a card - we both want that card for similar reasons. The di�erence is, I'm willing to deal

on the basis of a future value. So, with that in mind - I'll �nd out what your number is. What is the number you are willing to really let that card go at?

What is the o�er you can't refuse? It's worth $50 and let's say your number is $60. Ok. I agree and do the transaction. You feel you've just made a great

trade, and in actuality you have. Here's the di�erence: That item might not leave my possession until it's worth $100. Did you still make a great trade?

ABSOLUTELY. This is creating a win/win situation while thinking 4th dimensionally.
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Now, to bring this full circle. Look at it a di�erent way: Let's say we are talking about a Foil ______________. The information available is spotty, and prices

range for current market price being $40-$65. From the get go, I've made sure you understand that I am investing in this card because at some point I will

resell it. I'm COMFORTABLE investing in this card at the $35 range - mainly because of having to properly account for market �uctuations, where the

cards real value could stabilize at, etc. etc. There's a number of factors that will determine my asking price, but for this scenario - it's below current

market.  If I'm striking at the right time on this card, the future will be entirely murky. (That's why it's called speculation, remember.) Now the ball is

completely in your court if that number works for you.

This is really where the bias of the market comes into play. You could not care less for this Foil ________________. It fell into your lap when you last drafted in

pack 1 pick 1. It does not matter the reason. The importance of it is just is there for you, plus - you don't trade often enough for it to do much more than

just sit in your binder. You're not going to strike while the iron is hot, and you might not even list it on eBay.

(https://

tradertools.quietspeculation.com/

prices/sets/

Signature%20Spellbook%3A%20Chandra/

Pyromancer%20Ascension/foil?

ref=qs-graph-tag)

Click to load historical prices.

(https://shop.tcgplayer.com/product/productsearch?id=215321&utm_campaign=a�liate&utm_medium=quiet-speculation-article-

tcgplayer-link&utm_source=ionstudios)

Ephara, God of the Polis

(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Secret%20Lair%20Drop/Ephara%2C%20God%20of%20the%20Polis/foil?ref=qs-graph-tag)

Secret Lair Drop

(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Secret%20Lair%20Drop?ref=qs-graph-tag)



$8.5
See Trader Tools

(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Secret%20Lair%20Drop/Ephara%2C%20God%20of%20the%20Polis/foil?ref=qs-graph-tag)

56%

Spread
(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Secret%20Lair%20Drop/Ephara%2C%20God%20of%20the%20Polis/foil?ref=qs-grap

$13.24
See Trader Tools

(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Secret%20Lair%20Drop/E
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How many times have you seen this situation? For those that are constantly on the trade �oors this is where you can really create a win/win situation.
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Click to load historical prices.
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

$0.11
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Think about it though. The reason why the foil market is such a circulating nimbus of smoke and mirrors is because it requires more work. A healthy

percentage could care less, other's LOVE them. This disparity relies on one huge factor. You. The time you put in. The work you put in. Are you going to be

able to �nd that person that is looking for that Foil ________________? If you can't reasonably answer that question - either because you aren't trading often,

you aren't selling often or you are just not actively buylisting weekly, then YES avoid foils. Or, focus on the long term advantage of what foils can do for

you.

There was an error retrieving a chart for (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets//)

In all actuality though, Foils are a market ripe for change. It is a market ridden with untapped potential and now that the global marketplace and

infrastructure really is in place, there is no reason to avoid that cross section of players. I, myself, have invested a great amount of time and e�ort into a

foiled Modern deck. Why? Because it will appreciate faster, I put in the time already without any extra demand on me, and the staples involved will hold

their value longer - allowing me to set this aside as a reasonable savings plan. When I am ready to sell, it will be a great amount towards my sons tuition

for a year of college. This is just but one possibility. Find yours.

-Till Next Time.

Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)

Dylan has been involved in Magic: The Gathering since the heyday of The Dark. Continually invested in the community, he's been

a Pro Tour Player, Trader, Judge, Tournament Organizer, Volunteer, and Vendor. Currently involved with the day to day

operations of selling online, Dylan has brought his experience to Quiet Speculation to make you a better investor. Hailing from
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Modern Masters 2015

(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Modern%20Masters%202015?ref=qs-graph-tag)



$14
See Trader Tools
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21%

Spread
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$16.95
See Trader Tools

(https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Modern%20Masters%202

(https://

tradertools.quietspeculation.com/

prices/sets/

Modern%20Masters%202015/

Splinter%20Twin/foil?ref=qs-graph-

tag)

Click to load historical prices.
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the Atlanta area, and now part of the Dallas scene - he's often at big events sourcing cards or discussing Life, the Universe, and

Everything. Have a question? Feel free to comment, message, or email anytime.

View More By Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)

Posted in Finance (https://www.quietspeculation.com/category/�nance/), Free Insider (https://www.quietspeculation.com/category/free-insider/)

Tagged Ephara (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/ephara/), God of the Polis (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/god-of-the-polis/), Liliana of

the Veil (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/liliana-of-the-veil/), Past in Flames (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/past-in-�ames/), Pyromancer

Ascension (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/pyromancer-ascension/), Rhystic Study (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/rhystic-study/),

Rishadan Port (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/rishadan-port/), Snapcaster Mage (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/snapcaster-mage/),

Splinter Twin (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/splinter-twin/), Temple of Enlightenment (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/temple-of-

enlightenment/)

Have you joined the Quiet Speculation Discord?

If you haven't, you're leaving value on the table! Join our community of experts, enthusiasts, entertainers, and educators and enjoy exclusive

podcasts, questions asked and answered, trades, sales, and everything else Discord has to o�er.

Want to create content with Quiet Speculation?

All you need to succeed is a passion for Magic: The Gathering, and the ability to write coherently. Share your knowledge of MTG and how you

leverage it to win games, get value from your cards – or even turn a pro�t.

10 thoughts on “Insider: The Midas Touch”

qqeedd22 says:

March 28, 2014 at 8:33 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88031)

“The crutch that TCGplayer, Star City, et al. provide for your every day pricing needs – it’s a fallacy.”

I have been telling people this for months now, but no one seems to want to listen.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMy9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1taWRhcy10b3VjaC8%3D)

Join the QS Discord (//www.quietspeculation.com/discord/)

(https://discordapp.com/channels/@me)

Open Discord (https://discordapp.com/channels/@me)

Apply Today! (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MXRX8XG)
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DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

March 31, 2014 at 12:53 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88500)

I �nd it wonderful that we are on the same page here. Thank you. 

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMy9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1taWRhcy10b3VjaC8%3D)

JJooeell  FF says:

March 28, 2014 at 6:24 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88078)

the actual french expression is “un je ne sais quoi”.

Good article nonetheless :p

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMy9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1taWRhcy10b3VjaC8%3D)

DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

March 31, 2014 at 12:52 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88499)

I was actually trying to use je ne sais quoi or “I do not know what” vs the “I know not what” you suggested. Thanks. I just misspelled it

is all. 

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMy9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1taWRhcy10b3VjaC8%3D)

KKaazzaabbeett says:

March 31, 2014 at 3:42 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88536)

I just �gured you were intentionally saying, “I don’t know who,” in the sense that foils mean di�erent things to di�erent

people.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMy9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1taWRhcy10b3VjaC8%3D

JJCC says:

March 28, 2014 at 9:37 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88105)

I have been a foil whore for a very long time and when I go to cash out it’s going to make me a mint. Foils are more of a long term investment then

an overnight cash grab. Great article.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxNC8wMy9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1taWRhcy10b3VjaC8%3D)

MMiicchhaaeell  YYooaakkaamm says:

March 29, 2014 at 12:32 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88118)

Here is the problem with foils- They have a natural curvature to them. Recently, at a tournament, I was deck checked. They tagged me due to the
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fact that one of my Chandra’s Phoenix cards was a foil. The judge claimed it had a bend in it. I examined the card, and replied that “All foils have a

natural bend to them” The claim is that a foil card in a deck of non-foils (keep in mind all of my land was foil) was easier to �nd. I had to search for

a replacement card before being allowed to participate. The foil in question had no abnormalities to it, beyond it’s natural foilishness. Does this

ocurr in larger events? And if it does, how is it handled? This event has made me question the use of foils in tourney decks. Why invest in foils if

they are going to be a problem?

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?
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DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

March 31, 2014 at 12:57 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88502)

From a tournament playing stand point – yes, foils present a problem that you have to consciously or proactively avoid the

consequences of. My current foil deck is 97% foil, and double sleeved. Double sleeving does a LOT to prevent the problem you speak

of to be very evident. It still is, to a degree, but not nearly if it was single sleeved.

On top of that, having one foil card in a deck is something I would never advise on. You want multiples, of various card types. Not just

“all lands” or “all creatures”. Judges always look for patterns or discernible cards. That’s all they care about. Can you pick out the same

card in your deck, RELIABLY, time after time? Can you just look at the side, and know WITHOUT DOUBT that the card “sticking out a

little” or “curved a little” is XYZ card? That’s when it becomes an issue.

Typically – it’s up to the head judge, just like anything – but giving it less chance that you know what the card is will absolutely put you

in a better postion
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mmaatthhiieeuu says:

March 29, 2014 at 1:16 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88121)

foils are illiquid that means much more opportunity to buy low, and having patience rewarded. most judges would not DQ a player for foils

although they ARE thicker and can curve. they do not have a “natural” curve, but most of the FTV Jaces i’ve seen do curve badly. these were printed

to help alleviate demand for the card in more than just a casual setting. alpha cards used to be restricted for tourney play and as demand for

cards increased the set increased Wizards made them legal.
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mmaatthhiieeuu says:

March 29, 2014 at 1:16 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2014/03/insider-the-midas-touch/#comment-88122)

ps: reforge the soul.
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comment.
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