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If not, now is a perfect time to join up! Our powerful tools, breaking-news analysis, and exclusive Discord channel will make sure you stay up to

date and ahead of the curve.

There is a scene in the movie Inception that I have kept with me ever since I �rst watched it. To set the stage: Cobb's world has been torn upside

down. His crumbling life lies in front of him. Being separated from his children and the dire need to return home have hit hard. Now things have just

reached an all time low. During this he's always wondering: “Is this the real life?” Of course the next step is to wonder if it is all fantasy. You get caught

in the landslide and there really is no escape from reality. One day, you have to open your eyes, look up to the sky, and see. Your reality is what you

made it.

Now, back to the real world. Flashback to early September of 2012. I'm sitting with an individual. We talk about some cards he needs, and there's one

card I keep coming back to, Wurmcoil Engine (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Magic%20Player%20Rewards%202010/

Wurmcoil%20Engine?ref=qs-card-tag). At this point, rotation is a few weeks out still, and I need another copy for the list I'm running for now. I'm still

splitting time between grinding trades and grinding tournaments. We talk for a while, and suddenly I stop, and realize something:

“Look, the only thing I'm really interested in is the Wurmcoil Engine.”

We've all had this conversation before.

“Here's the thing, right now – the card is worth $12. I'm really only comfortable o�ering $7 because I just don't know what it will be

worth after rotation. Are you willing to accept $7?”

There it is. The fastball across the meat of the plate. Are they going to watch it go straight into the catchers mitt? Or is it going sail over the out�eld

wall? Am I going to get the “How dare you!” look? Am I the hero or the goat? The guy looks down at the Wurmcoil. Looks at me. Looks back at the

cards he needs and says, “Sure. That works for me.”

 

TThhee  PPoowweerr  ooff  CChhooiiccee..

Giving someone else the choice is not a strange concept. We do this every day in the world of Magic: The Gathering. You play a creature and then

another one, and now your opponent has to choose which he kills with their removal spell. It happens all the time in trading. The problem we face is

when the decision is made that certain situations must be dealt in very particular ways. Our reality is then de�ned by what we chose.

Now, what if I looked at the same person, and I told them “Hey, that cards worth $12, but I'll o�er you $17 right now.” Am I wrong? You immediately

want to tell them to “TAKE IT!” right? What if I know in two weeks that it will be worth $40. Is it still wrong to o�er $17 now? Traditional thought is that

a card is what it's worth. That's not the full story, lest we forget. To be successful at anything though, you must look at reality from a variety of ways.

The past, the present, the future, and the far future all have a bearing on what you should do. There's a few key things that giving the choice does for

you.

11))  CCuutt  ttoo  tthhee  cchhaassee..

Being up front is such a welcome relief. No one likes to do the “Trade Dance.” The tango of not giving too much information, or waiting the eons for

someone to look up every price on their phone. Why not ask for what you want? Are you afraid of tipping your hand too soon? Using guides like eBay,

TCGPlayer or SCG is only a part of the full Magic: The Gathering realm. Even if they are the most popular, let's not forget one thing - they are nothing

more than a gguuiiddee. Unless you are talking directly to a vendor, you are only talking about someone else's idea of what a card is worth. Are you just

going to take the easy route and say that is your value too? Ok, but don't forget that fact. You are still using someone else's carefully crafted,

researched, and �gured out value. Do you know the reason why Pernicious Deed (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Apocalypse/

Pernicious%20Deed?ref=qs-card-tag) is $25 only with one vendor? Do you know why everyone doesn't think it's worth $40? Take the time to think
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about the why's. Don't just blindly follow the formula of value. You'll understand much better how prices change by looking at them more closely.

 

22))  ““WWhheenn””,,  nnoott  ““IIff..””

The saying is: “A 'No' is just one more step towards a 'Yes'.” We lose sight too often that what you want is a completely fair thing to ask for. If you've

properly done your homework, and you have an accurate idea of what is reasonable, you are more likely to get a 'Yes' from any complete stranger

than not. We forget this way too often. Often times, our expectations are so completely out in left �eld though, that making that happen becomes an

intense up hill battle. Many people call this “biting o� more than you can chew.” In reality, it's going in with the wrong mindset. Anything can happen,

but it's hard to get to the moon by jumping up and down. You have to always remember what is reasonable and what is absurd. Taking the approach

of knowing it's only a matter of time is a complete game changer. Once you are willing to put the time to get the Yes, the No's take on a completely

di�erent texture.

33))  TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  pprreessssuurree..

Most people HATE to trade, if you don't know this already. You might love it. They can't stand it. Have you forgotten what it feels like to get "One-

Overed?" If they know you're savvy, they might sit there with this look like they are losing on something they don't know about. Ever feel like you're

missing something? All most people want is to feel like they are in control of their destiny. You've already decided it's only a matter of time before

someone says yes. After all, you're focus is to trade often. With no pressure being added on any single trade, people are free to do anything. How do

you know that they didn't pick up that Fulminator Mage (https://tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Double%20Masters/

Fulminator%20Mage?ref=qs-card-tag) when it was still $2? How do you know they are not absolutely excited about even getting $15 for it? You never

know what someone's situation is.

44))  TThhee  ddeecciissiioonn  aa��eeccttss  YYOOUU  lleessss..

Nothing truly a�ects you until everything is said and done. Giving someone else the means to decide already does one very important thing – You're

already getting what yyoouu want. You are getting a card at the right price to allow you to do whatever it is you need to do. If they do in fact say No,

nothing has really changed. You are still able to go about your business as if nothing new has happened. Since it was out of your control, you have no

regret about it. You can get back to what matters, or even look at what you were asking for. Was it completely unrealistic? Or was it spot on?

YYoouurr  rreeaalliittyy........

The Power of Choice is just a simple exercise in asking for what you want. There' are countless reasons someone could say No, but there are also as

many reasons the answer could be Yes. Your reality is what you see, hear, taste, live, know and feel. Their reality is not anything near where you are.

There will be common ground, and striving for that is what trading, buying or selling is all about. Life is all about the same thing. Where and how do

you meet on common ground? How do you both get what you want out of any given interaction? How do you not get taken advantage of? If you start

by correctly knowing what you want, and then asking for it directly – getting to that common ground is very easy. In the end, Cobb's reality was what

he made of it. Make your own reality.

Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)

Dylan has been involved in Magic: The Gathering since the heyday of The Dark. Continually invested in the community, he's

been a Pro Tour Player, Trader, Judge, Tournament Organizer, Volunteer, and Vendor. Currently involved with the day to day

operations of selling online, Dylan has brought his experience to Quiet Speculation to make you a better investor. Hailing

from the Atlanta area, and now part of the Dallas scene - he's often at big events sourcing cards or discussing Life, the

Universe, and Everything. Have a question? Feel free to comment, message, or email anytime.
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Have you joined the Quiet Speculation Discord?

If you haven't, you're leaving value on the table! Join our community of experts, enthusiasts, entertainers, and educators and enjoy exclusive

podcasts, questions asked and answered, trades, sales, and everything else Discord has to o�er.

Want to create content with Quiet Speculation?

All you need to succeed is a passion for Magic: The Gathering, and the ability to write coherently. Share your knowledge of MTG and how you

leverage it to win games, get value from your cards – or even turn a pro�t.

3 thoughts on “Insider: The Power of Choice”

JJuussttiinn says:

December 20, 2013 at 2:09 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-power-of-choice/#comment-74587)

This theory is a lot of why I like pricing out my binder in advance. I make up my mind on what I just want to �ip and where I want pro�t. I pull

out what I’m interested in and price it to tcg mid, and they decide from there.

Sure mutavault is 28 in my binder – but there is no bs – if they got 28 I want then it theirs! It seems like most people walk away happier when

trading is bs free!

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS1wb3dlci1vZi1jaG9pY2Uv)

JJaammeess  BBiilllliinnggss says:

December 21, 2013 at 4:25 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-power-of-choice/#comment-74676)

Agreed, I do much of the same, I’m very upfront with my values, and what I expect from the trade, if for no other reason then to

avoid wasting anyones time.
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DDyyllaann  BBeecckk says:

December 23, 2013 at 1:07 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-power-of-choice/#comment-74951)

Most people do. Thanks for picking up on one of the points I was making. You’re willing to accept a certain price. Regardless if

that’s “right” – that’s what you want. They can decide if that’s what they want to accept or not. Value is a very subjective thing, and

many lose sight of what that means.
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