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Christmas time is upon us. Today, you've already cracked into the newest gifts. The sweet intoxicating aroma of "Oh, shiny" has enveloped you from head

to toe. You're comfortably enjoying the break from the real world. While I am not here to interrupt that, let us stop for a moment and look at the context.

Christmas - what is it for you? For some, the spirit of giving. For others, the thought of getting something wonderful and new. There are people who

spend it alone. There are people that love to be engulfed in family. This is not very di�erent from the magic �nance world.

I bring this in stark relief as the New Year approaches for a number of reasons. Thinking ahead about what we enjoy and what our part is to play in the

New Year is pivotal to �nding the success needed to make the most of the Finance community. Yes, you can simply focus on the individual movers and

shakers. Yes, you can focus on �nding the next trend and exploiting that. Here at Quiet Speculation, I'll be covering those items as well. Through out my

column, I intend to highlight some of the mental mistakes that many have made too. I'll try to light the path as best as possible.

There is one notion I want you to change immediately. The thought that every man is on an island, far from the in�uence of someone else, is very

common. The reality though is far di�erent. No one person is truly an island. Everyone makes splashes in this pool. Not just waves. To setup a foundation

for the future - we must �rst �gure out who we are, and what are part to play is.

The Noob

The Noob is just one foot in the door. Excited and enthusiastic but they lack the experience of how to properly move forward. No one cog in the works

stands out from the rest. Never underestimate the Noob as they are able to create a lot of movement but haven't been able to �nd a way to get ahead.

The Noob has not seen the di�erence between a money maker and a cash sink, but the patterns and trends seem like an Enigma Code to them. Often

willing, but unsure how. The Noob is just looking for the experience.

The Fish

The Fish is just knowledgeable enough to understand and recognize the gears. Not complex enough to understand how they �t together. This person has

much to learn, but often feels they have peeked behind the curtain. The Fish needs to �nd a niche, then watch & learn. Insight takes time to gather, but

lack of insight can cost you immediately. Too often, when we are still Fish, we feel like we have the con�dence to make any move we stumble upon. Often

times, though, the small e�cient play does the most for a person in this category.

The Maniac

Much like in poker, the Maniac is someone that will throw money around. While still not as experienced as say The Rock or The Eagle, The Maniac doesn't

know how to choose the right time or place to invest. Any time is a good time. Any action is good action. A Maniac cares about one thing - the thrill of the

hunt. Everyone wants to invest in Modern? The Maniac says "Me, too!".

The Rock

With each movement up the chain, we �nd a di�erentiation from the last. The Rock has been tempered by the swings of Finance. Often knowing when a

fad is a �ash in the pan or the real deal. The Rock is very content with always moving forward. Looking for the strongest plays and the deeper insight. The

Rock is in it for the long haul. While not quiet as insightful as our last two, this person is familiar with many of the �ner points of multiple markets.

The Eagle

The Eagle is often times just a Shark without any complexity. Often on the pulse of a new market trend, they are typically the second wave of investors

buying in. Once the �rst true uptick has happened, they are ready and pounce. Often seeing how multiple gears e�ect one another, they still haven't put

the bigger picture together yet. Something feels like it's missing. Often times, it's the proper time to exit. Often forgetting that every trend waxes as well

as wanes.

The Shark

The truest hunters of �nance. The Shark has honed almost every experience they've had into a well oiled machine. Able to notice trends from the outset,

they are buying when the market is right and selling when it's the hottest. Sharks are not the ones that will get you for a couple of dollars on a trade. They

are often the ones that will get a card when it means the least and sell only when it has the biggest impact. That last over market o�er you received? It

could have easily been a target card. They have unlimited restraint when it comes to betting on a good investment, but the patience, ability, and �nancial

situation to play any angle often letting months or years pass on an investment.

Finding the Map

Now that we know who we are, you can truly see where you need to go. What areas do you need to improve on? What are you exceptional at? Taking

stock of what you are capable of and being honest with the things you lack is the next step towards improvement. How are you at asking questions? The

forums on this very site, have you used them? How hard do you look at a new set coming in? Have you noticed when a card's power level is absurd, but

some reason not played?



There are many things that go into making you. The tools you have at your disposal are what makes you uniquely you. It's what makes you invaluable to

someone else, as well. Often times we go at this alone, Christmas is a time to realize that no one is alone. The gifts we give they are in us. Our abilities.

Our desires. Our passions. These things di�erentiate us from the next as well as bring us together.

This New Year think about where you are at. Think about where you are going. Then think if you must do it alone.

Two heads are often better than one.

Dylan Beckham (https://www.quietspeculation.com/author/dylanbeck/)

Dylan has been involved in Magic: The Gathering since the heyday of The Dark. Continually invested in the community, he's been

a Pro Tour Player, Trader, Judge, Tournament Organizer, Volunteer, and Vendor. Currently involved with the day to day

operations of selling online, Dylan has brought his experience to Quiet Speculation to make you a better investor. Hailing from

the Atlanta area, and now part of the Dallas scene - he's often at big events sourcing cards or discussing Life, the Universe, and

Everything. Have a question? Feel free to comment, message, or email anytime.
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If you haven't, you're leaving value on the table! Join our community of experts, enthusiasts, entertainers, and educators and enjoy exclusive
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16 thoughts on “Insider: The World is a Stage….”

ppii  ((hhttttpp::////wwwwww..mmaaggiiccffoorruummss..nnll)) says:

December 27, 2013 at 6:05 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-75548)

While I think your descriptions are �ne, I feel it’s a bad idea to name one of your categories the shark as it has many negative connotations. Many

in the �nance community explicitly �ght against the misnomer that we’re all “sharks” in the other sense it’s used in �nance (the ripping o�

everybody sense). I would highly recommend picking a di�erent name.
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DDaavviidd  SScchhuummaannnn says:

December 27, 2013 at 9:39 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-75565)

Agreed on this one. I liked the descriptions for everything else, but shark also jumped out at me.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

JJuussttiinn says:

December 28, 2013 at 2:55 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-75660)

How about ‘The Master’, or something analogous? The connotation is much better at least.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

January 1, 2014 at 9:45 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-76242)

Agreed.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

ppii  ((hhttttpp::////wwwwww..mmaaggiiccffoorruummss..nnll)) says:

December 28, 2013 at 3:54 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-75666)

I do understand where you’re coming from, but isn’t trying to change how “shark” is used a �ght you’re doomed to lose? I’d like Barracuda as an

alternative if you want to stick with �sh, but given how you use “�sh” in general for an earlier category that’s probably confusing. I could also like

“gunslinger” if you want to stick with the very experienced hunter vibe (based on The Dark Tower by Stephen King), “guru” could perhaps be even

better.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

January 1, 2014 at 9:53 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-76246)

“Fish” was just using Poker terms because many identify with poker terminology as well. But I like how you’re thinking constructively.

Thank you.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?
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ppii  ((hhttttpp::////wwwwww..mmaaggiiccffoorruummss..nnll)) says:

January 3, 2014 at 5:09 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/

#comment-76466)

I’m not particularly well versed in poker terminology. My �rst association was with “�sh” in the con men world, which is

not a particularly good thing to be. I did reckon there’d be another context though, so I did not really have a problem with

using “�sh”. It’s really only “shark” that stands out because it already has a di�erent usage in MTG Finance.

You’re welcome. I do try to not only post comments, but also to help.
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DDaavviidd  SSaavvaarriinn says:

December 28, 2013 at 9:09 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-75699)

I do concur with previous comments : shark is already a consecrated word for people trading with unfair methods (whatever they might be).

Using the same word for a di�erent content is not going to work as this one is fairly established by the mtg community.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

January 1, 2014 at 9:56 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-76247)

Context is what makes content. English as a language is a prime example of how often that is use, unfortunately. I personally don’t

feel this is a losing battle or that it’s not going to e�ect change, as anything that changes a negative into a positive only needs to start

with one person. If I can only impact one person in viewing the word di�erently – then I’ve created positive change.

Thank you for the feedback, though.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

BBNNCCHHoobbbbiieess says:

December 30, 2013 at 12:56 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-75867)

shark has and always will be a term used to describe a trader out for blood. I think this article can put a new perspective on the term and who

knows, change it’s image? I think it was well written. QS has done many things in the o� and on time I’ve been a member. Why stop at $? Change

the minds of people’s perspectives of true traders. Quiet Spec has power unknown to most of the community. Why wouldn’t we be able to change

certain lingo? in comes it goes. Let’s change it. That said. Mise is still the best magical term ever. After all that name changing and who gives a

hoot, The writer describes each level of trading ability to a T. Does it really matter what each level is called? This is a �nance magic website,

hopefully were beyond that.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?
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DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

January 1, 2014 at 9:51 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-76245)

I agree. It’s all in the mindset. The only reason it has a negative connotation is because at one point in time it became synonymous.

Changing that is starts with just one person changing it.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

ppddeennttiitthh says:

December 31, 2013 at 3:00 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-76077)

interesting…i do not see how this is premium content though
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DDaannaa  RReennnniicckk says:

December 31, 2013 at 5:15 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/#comment-76094)

Ya my $11.99 has not been worth it so far.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D)

DDyyllaann  BBeecckkhhaamm says:

January 1, 2014 at 9:46 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/

#comment-76243)

Where would you like to see the content at? Being new myself, I’d like more feedback on what your expectations are. You

can have a big part of where I take this particular column if you’d like to give me some feedback on what you’re looking

for.

Thank you

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D

ppii  ((hhttttpp::////wwwwww..mmaaggiiccffoorruummss..nnll)) says:

January 3, 2014 at 5:02 am (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/

#comment-76463)

Have you looked at the forums? Many state they alone are worth the membership fee.

There’s also a large article backlog to browse through.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D

KKaazzaabbeett says:

January 6, 2014 at 6:09 pm (https://www.quietspeculation.com/2013/12/insider-the-world-is-a-stage/

#comment-76918)

I only read the Insider content, so I’d rather see this included in the Insider section then miss out on it entirely.

Log in to Reply (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D

Join the conversation

You must be logged in (https://www.quietspeculation.com/membership/login?

_amember_redirect_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucXVpZXRzcGVjdWxhdGlvbi5jb20vMjAxMy8xMi9pbnNpZGVyLXRoZS13b3JsZC1pcy1hLXN0YWdlLw%3D%3D) to

post a comment.
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Want Prices?

Browse thousands of prices with the �rst and most comprehensive MTG Finance tool around.

Trader Tools lists both buylist and retail prices for every MTG card, going back a decade.

Start Using Trader Tools (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices?ref=qs-research-prices__start-using-trader-tools)

(//www.cardkingdom.com?

utm_source=QuietSpeculation&utm_medium=bannersell&utm_campaign=QuietSpeculation&partner=QuietSpeculation&partner_args=sellbanner)

Latest Magic Sets

Browse All Sets (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets?ref=qs-magic-sets__browse-all-sets)

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Tokens (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles%20Tokens?

ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)



Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Eternal (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles%20Eternal?

ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)



Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Eternal Tokens (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/

Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles%20Eternal%20Tokens?ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)



Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Teenage%20Mutant%20Ninja%20Turtles?ref=qs-magic-

sets__set-name)



Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles Source Material (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/

Teenage%20Mutant%20Hero%20Turtles%20Source%20Material?ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)



Lorwyn Eclipsed (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Lorwyn%20Eclipsed?ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)

Final Fantasy Commander Art Series (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Final%20Fantasy%20Commander%20Art%20Series?

ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)



Avatar: The Last Airbender Front Cards (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/

Avatar%3A%20The%20Last%20Airbender%20Front%20Cards?ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)



Avatar: The Last Airbender Eternal (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Avatar%3A%20The%20Last%20Airbender%20Eternal?

ref=qs-magic-sets__set-name)



Avatar: The Last Airbender (//tradertools.quietspeculation.com/prices/sets/Avatar%3A%20The%20Last%20Airbender?ref=qs-magic-sets__set-

name)



Wrath of the Skies (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/wrath-of-the-skies/) Vivi Ornitier (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/vivi-ornitier/) Urza's Saga (https://

www.quietspeculation.com/card/urzas-saga/) Underworld Breach (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/

underworld-breach/) Ugin Eye of the Storms (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/ugin-eye-of-the-storms/) Ugin's Labyrinth (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/ugins-labyrinth/)

Tezzeret Cruel Captain (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/tezzeret-cruel-captain/) Tamiyo Inquisitive Student (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/tamiyo-inquisitive-student/)

tameshi reality architect (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/tameshi-reality-architect/) Spider-Punk (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/spider-punk/) Sowing

Mycospawn (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/sowing-mycospawn/) Shifting Woodland (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/shifting-woodland/) Sephiroth Fabled SOLDIER (https://

www.quietspeculation.com/card/sephiroth-fabled-soldier/) Recruiter of the Guard (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/recruiter-of-the-guard/)

Radiant Lotus (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/radiant-lotus/) Quantum Riddler (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/quantum-riddler/) Psychic Frog (https://

www.quietspeculation.com/card/psychic-frog/) Primeval Titan (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/

primeval-titan/) Pinnacle Emissary (https://www.quietspeculation.com/card/pinnacle-emissary/) Phlage Titan of Fire's Fury (https://

www.quietspeculation.com/card/phlage-titan-of-�res-fury/)
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